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loving, idealising, aspiring men. Real men are
susceptible of the desire of gain, no doubt; but
this provides them only with one motive out of
many ; and there are others which, as experience
amply shows us, are, when they are given un-
impeded play, far stronger. I do not know
whether socialists have ever used the following
parallel; but if they have not it expresses their
position better than they have expressed it them-
selves. They argue virtually that, in respect of
the desire for exceptional gain, able men are com-
parable to victims of the desire for alcohol. If
alcohol is obtainable, such men will insist on
obtaining it. They will constantly fix their
thoughts on it; no other fluid will satisfy them.
But if it is placed altogether beyond their reach,
they will be compelled by the force of circum-
stances to drink lemonade, tea, or even plain water
instead. In time they will come to drink them
with the same avidity ; and their health and their
powers of enjoyment will be indefinitely improved
in consequence. In the same way, it is argued,
the monopolists of business ability, though, so
long as it is possible for them to appropriate a
considerable share of their products, they will
insist on getting this share, and will not exert
themselves otherwise, need only be placed under
conditions which will render such gain impossible,
and at once they will find out that there exist
other inducements which will prove before long to
be no less efficacious.